Empire may appear as an outlier to the postcolonial struggles of the other articles, but this is far from the case. Leete has produced a study that demonstrates the ways in which the Russian government and its officials began the process of constraining indigenous culture. His article demonstrates the negative depictions of Finno-Ugric cultures having deep roots, which creates a systemic pressure on these groups from state authorities. Colonialism was a long-term process, which is why the struggle to maintain independent cultural identities is so difficult, as the contemporary articles reveal.
Bringing scholars together from multiple fields in a common purpose is the strength of an interdisciplinary journal such as Sibirica. We look forward to continuing to break new ground in our future issues.
